


3 Main Focuses of Paul’s 
Message to Believers

 

1. Paul reviews the PAST vs18-21.
The Motive of Paul’s ministry. 
The Manner of Paul’s ministry. 
The Method of Paul’s ministry.

2. Paul discusses the PRESENT 
vs22-27.

Paul’s big problem.
How Paul responded in a godly way to that big 
problem.
3 reasons why he was able to respond in a godly way.

3. Paul warns about the FUTURE 
vs28-38.



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning 
About The Future 

1. The Challenge. 

2. Why the challenge is so important 
to do.

3. Three practical ways to effectively 
minister that Paul personally 
demonstrated.



Acts 20:28-31 
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 

the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church 

of God which He purchased with His own 
blood. 29 For I know this, that after my 

departure savage wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from 

among yourselves men will rise up, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and 

remember that for three years I did not cease 
to warn everyone night and day with tears.”



Titus 2:2-5  
“Tell the older men to be sober, reverent, 

temperate, sound in faith, in love, in 
patience;  the older women likewise, that they 

be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not 
given to much wine, teachers of good things
— that they admonish the young women to 

love their husbands, to love their children, to 
be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, 

obedient to their own husbands, that the word 
of God may not be blasphemed. Likewise, 
exhort the young men to be sober-minded.” 



Acts 20:28
“Therefore take heed to yourselves 
and to all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with 

His own blood.”





Luke 6:41-42  
“And why do you look at the speck in your 

brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank 
in your own eye? Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the 

speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself 
do not see the plank that is in your own 

eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck that is in your brother’s 

eye.” 





Acts 20:28
“Therefore take heed to yourselves 
and to all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with 

His own blood.”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.



Acts 20:29-30 
“For I know this, that after my 

departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the 

flock.30 Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, 

speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after 

themselves.”



2 Problems That Will Come Upon 
The Church

Outside The Church
1. Savage wolves will come in among 

the church, not sparing the flock.



Matthew 7:15-16  
“Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves.  You will know them by 

their fruits.” 



2 Problems That Will Come Upon 
The Church

Outside The Church
1. Savage wolves will come in among 

the church, not sparing the flock.



Acts 20:30 
“Also from among yourselves men 

will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples 

after themselves.”



2 Problems That Will Come Upon 
The Church

Outside The Church
1. Savage wolves will come in among 

the church, not sparing the flock.

Inside The Church
2. People from among the church will 

rise up, speaking perverse things to 
draw away believers after 
themselves.



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.



Acts 20:31 
“Therefore watch, and remember 

that for three years I did not cease 
to warn everyone night and day 

with tears.”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.



Acts 20:32-35 
“So now, brethren, I commend you to God 

and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have 
coveted no one’s silver or gold or 

apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that 
these hands have provided for my 

necessities, and for those who were with 
me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by 
laboring like this, that you must support the 
weak. And remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.

1. Commend people to God and the word of His grace.



Acts 20:33-34
“I have coveted no one’s silver or 

gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you 
yourselves know that these hands 
have provided for my necessities, 
and for those who were with me.”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.

1. Commend people to God and the word of His grace.
2. Don’t covet.



Exodus 20:17 
“You shall not covet your 

neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, nor 
his male servant, nor his female 

servant, nor his ox, nor his 
donkey, nor anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.

1. Commend people to God and the word of His grace.
2. Don’t covet.



Acts 20:35 
“I have shown you in every way, by 

laboring like this, that you must 
support the weak. And remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, that 

He said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’”



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.

1. Commend people to God and the word of His grace.
2. Don’t covet.
3. Be generous in your ministry.



 Philippians 2:3-4  
“Let nothing be done through 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself. 4 Let 
each of you look out not only for 
his own interests, but also for the 

interests of others.”



Acts 20:36-38  
“And when he had said these 

things, he knelt down and prayed 
with them all. 37 Then they all 

wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck 
and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most 

of all for the words which he 
spoke, that they would see his face 

no more. And they accompanied 
him to the ship.



3 Main Focuses Of Paul’s Warning About The Future
 

1. The Challenge.
First take heed to our own spiritual needs and second 
take heed to the spiritual needs of other believers.

2. Why the challenge is so important to do.
Because evil people are in the church to destroy 
believers, speak perverse things and draw people to 
themselves instead of to Jesus.

3. Three practical ways to effectively minister that 
Paul  
    personally demonstrated.

1. Commend people to God and the word of His grace.
2. Don’t covet.
3. Be generous in your ministry.



1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
“For I received from the Lord that which I 
also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus 

on the same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, 

eat; this is My body which is broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the 
same manner He also took the cup after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”




